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Dear Contemporary Benefactors,

As the days stretch out and the 
mercury rises we start to look 
through the chaos of Christmas to 
the long blissful days of the New 
Year. The New Year is a time for 
taking stock, looking forward, for 
setting intentions, for appreciating 
what others do for us and what we  
do for others.  
Last quarter, we saw the fruition 
of the valuable input we make 
to Auckland Art Gallery with the 
opening of Michael Stevenson’s 
Serene Velocity in Practice: MC510/
CS183, 2017. 
Our financial contribution is 
becoming increasingly vital to 
Auckland Art Gallery as the Auckland 
City Council’s funding is reduced – a 
situation which Dame Jenny Gibbs 
was recently quoted by the Herald as 
being ‘unsustainable’.  
By all of us playing a small part, the 
Contemporary Benefactors help 
keep the Auckland Art Gallery vibrant 
and relevant. 
The Contemporary Benefactors 
purpose isn’t just about fundraising 
– it’s about bringing like-minded 
art enthusiasts together. We are 
delighted that so many of you have 
attended the winter/spring events 
hosted by us for us!

Recap: Reuben Paterson at Gow 
Langsford Gallery

September saw the Contemporary 
Benefactors gather at Gow 
Langsford’s Lorne Street gallery to 
hear Reuben Paterson discuss his 
latest works and reveal his plans 
for the upcoming commission he 
has undertaken for Auckland Art 
Gallery which will be installed in the 
forecourt pool in 2018.

Recap: Round Table Dinner at 
Michael Lett Gallery with Michael 
Stevenson

In anticipation of Michael Stevenson’s 
Auckland Art Gallery exhibition, the 
Contemporary Benefactors gathered 
at Michael Lett Gallery to view some 
historical works and hear about the 
new project over dinner.

Michael Stevenson Pre-opening 
Christmas Celebration

Over a glass of festive champagne, 
the Contemporary Benefactors 
toasted the coming season as well as 
the opening of Michael Stevenson’s 
exhibition at Auckland Art Gallery. 
The official opening was then 
followed by an opportunity to view 
the installation for the first time.

 

Events  
Dec 2017–Mar 2018 

We are always planning and 
scheduling events which we think will 
keep the Contemporary Benefactors 
fully briefed on current New Zealand 
artists and exhibitions. We have 
scheduled the following events for 
the next four months. 

Family Day Picnic at Gibbs Farm 
Sunday 25 February 2018 
Pack a picnic and the kids and join 
us for a relaxed wander through 
the paddocks surrounded by exotic 
animals and awesome sculpture.
Numbers are limited, so places are 
reserved for benefactors and their 
children or parents.  
Please rsvp to cb.s@xtra.co.nz  

21st Biennale of Sydney 
13–17 March 2018
In the first quarter of 2018 we will 
send Michael Stevenson’s work to the 
21st Biennale of Sydney.
Contemporary Benefactors are 
invited to join the celebrations in 
Australia during the Biennale opening 
week, 13–17 March 2018. 
If you are interested in joining, please 
let us know as we will be arranging a 
suite of events as well as privileged 
access to biennale sites during this 
time.

2017–18
M

ic
ha

el
 S

te
ve

ns
on

 a
t M

ic
ha

el
 L

et
t G

al
le

ry

CBs with Reuben Paterson at Gow Langsford Gallery

Round table dinner with Michael Stevenson at Michael 
Lett Gallery.

CBs at the Michael Stevenson pre-opening Christmas 
celebration. Photographs: Richard Douglas

CBs at the Michael Stevenson pre-opening Christmas 
celebration. Photographs: Richard Douglas

Inside Michael Stevenson’s Serene Velocity in Practice: 
MC510/CS183, 2017. Photographs: Richard Douglas

Inside Michael Stevenson’s Serene Velocity in Practice: 
MC510/CS183, 2017. Photographs: Richard Douglas

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of  
Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki. Your donation is going towards  
contemporary exhibitions, publications and extensions to the  
Auckland Art Gallery public programme. 

Please refer to the CB Blog for times and places for all upcoming events and 
photographs from previous events www.contemporarybenefactors.com


