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Introduction 
As part of the closing program for Light Show,  

Contemporary Benefactors of the Auckland Art 

Gallery hosted featured artist Leo Villareal in 

Auckland for a series of public and private talks and 

events.   This was the first time Contemporary 

Benefactors (“CBs”) have undertaken a hosting 

event on behalf of the Auckland Art Gallery.  As 

such there were both successes and things to be 

learnt.

Planning 
Three artists featured in Light Show were initially identified as potential invitees for 

this hosting.  Due to health and availability issues with two artists, Leo Villareal was 

isolated as being of greatest potential. 

Contact was made with the artist, and an invitation to visit to coincide with Light 

Show was made approximately 6 months in advance of the eventual visit.   Charlotte 

was introduced to Leo and his wife Yvonne by Jane Sutherland in New York, at which 

point the general concept of a potential visit to New Zealand was mooted.  Aware 

that CBs were not in a position to offer any significant artists fee for the visit, we 

knew that it was necessary to make the trip attractive for the artist and to include 

plenty of personal time as well as official engagements.
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Public Events 
A range of events was scheduled beginning with a public artist’s talk in the Art 

Gallery auditorium.  

The talk attracted a full house and was exceptionally well received.  A recording was 

made by the Auckland Art Gallery and has been archived on youtube, it is available 

at:        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBosBneaDBo

 

This was followed 

by a screening of the 

feature film 

Impossible Light, 

about the making of 

Leo’s Bay Lights in 

San Francisco.  The 

trailer for the movie 

is available at:  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=MoJDrK_fYBg&list=PLBA11BC8E5B6B8162
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Private Events 
Following on from the public schedule a series of private events were undertaken.  

AAG Patrons were invited to join the CBs and some associates for a short version 

talk in the 

gallery 

auditorium on 

the evening of 

Monday 2nd 

February,  

followed by 

drinks in the 

foyer.

On Wednesday night a small group of Benefactors 

joined Leo for a ‘Round Table Dinner’ held at Seafarers 

Club and Ostro Restaurant. 

 

And a picnic tour of Connells Bay Sculpture Park on Waiheke was planned for 

Waitangi Day Friday, which was unfortunately called off due to weather.

LIGHT SHOW CLOSING WEEK - ARTIST VISIT �4



Contacts 
Leo was able to meet with representatives from Auckland  Council Arts + Culture 

Unit, to share his views and experiences of creating significant public artworks 

internationally.  

We made contact with accommodation suppliers, De Bretts 

Hotel, Connell’s Bay and Omaio, with whom we may continue 

an association for future projects. 

Personal introductions to individuals which may or may not 

result in future connections were spread throughout 

the week.  

And Leo was hosted in the homes of patrons, as well 

as in various dealer galleries and at Auckland 

University, all of which enrich the connections and 

possibilities for artistic interconnectedness in the future.

Media 
News of Leo’s visit was picked up by Radio New Zealand, who took the Public Art / 

Bay Lights angle in an interview by Bryan Crump.

http://podcast.radionz.co.nz/ngts/ngts-20150212-1915-

the_importance_of_public_art-048.mp3
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Light Show Reflections 
Light Show brought a glow to our visitors and set the gallery ablaze over summer 2014-5. 
Conceived by Dr Cliff Hayward for the Hayward Gallery, the exhibition and many of the works 
were reconfigured for the specific spaces of two levels of the Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki. 
The result was one of the largest exhibitions to be presented at the Gallery of recent 
international and New Zealand installations and sculptures unique to Auckland that offered 
insights into important moments in 20th century art in accessible and popular works.

‘Incredible’, ‘Stunning’, ‘more than expected’, ‘beautiful’, ‘brilliant’, ‘amazing’, ‘the best I have seen’ and 
‘magical’ were just some of the thousands of comments reflecting how the experiences of the 
73,000 visitors to the Light Show largely exceeded expectations. Responses reflected the 
exceptional level of presentation and excellent artworks. Some visitors returned multiple times 
with friends and families to experience art they could otherwise never see. The big walk in 
installations were highlights, such as the red space of James Turrell’s Wedgework V 1974, Leo 
Villareal’s sparkling Cylinder II 2012 comprising 92,000 LED bulbs, the solid light environment of 
Anthony McCall and Carlos Cruz-Dias’ Chromosaturation 1965–2014 and the strobe-lit fountains of 
Olafur Eliassons’ Model for A Timeless Garden 2011. Visitor favourites also included the deceptively 
simple Exploded View (Commuters) 2011 by Jim Campbell. Audience comments indicated they 
recognised the ways the works altered their senses as well as vision and involved the architecture 
as well as the viewer’s body. 

Light Show attracted the second largest attendance for any Gallery exhibition, achieving popular as 
well as critical success. With 50% of viewers being new visitors to the Gallery the exhibition 
delivered its aims of reaching new audiences as well as attracting a repeat visit within 12 months 
by 39% of the audience. With an appeal that compensated for the ticket price, the Light Show was 
great value for sponsors and public alike, and rewarded additional marketing spend. Finally, as critic 
Anthony Byrt noted in Metro, not only did Aucklanders get to see a good, well researched 
international exhibition at scale, Light Show also marked a cultural shift in the programming 
philosophy of the Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki.
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