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ABOUT YOU 

Congratulations! Since launching in October this year, we have gained 72 
members and counting.

The Freedom Farmers exhibition was financially supported by the Contemporary 
Benefactors group giving you the status of sole ‘Exhibition Partner’, which is a  
brilliant outcome.

The exhibition itself continues to receive fantastic media coverage and a great 
online response with reviews in the NZ Herald, Listener, Metro, Radio New 
Zealand’s Saturday Morning and Nine to Noon, and very importantly the word of 
mouth feedback is exceptionally positive and enthusiastic. 

Artist Shannon Te Ao, who had his first major public gallery showing in Freedom 
Farmers, has been announced as the sole New Zealand artist in next year’s 
Biennale of Sydney (more below).

In December we had our two major programme events for Freedom Farmers: the 
Late Night with Kim Hill on Creative Living was a sell out – you can listen to it 
here. The Ideas Market was a roaring success on a very fine Sunday, with a totally 
unique experience in the Gallery, including live chickens in the forecourt and 
compost worms in the atrium!

NEXT EXCLUSIVE EVENTS FOR THE  
CONTEMPORARY BENEFACTORS

In February 2014, we have scheduled a special event for Contemporary Benefactors: 
an evening with Dame Jenny Gibbs, including a brief tour of her highly regarded 
art collection and an in-conversation between Dame Jenny and Senior Curator Ron 
Brownson about starting her collection, her values and sentiments. Includes drinks 
and light snacks. Bookings essential.  
Date: Tuesday 18 February, 6–8pm. Numbers limited to 50, members only.

Then in May 2014, we are offering a special visit to the McCahon House in Titirangi. 
The visit will include an in-conversation with artist in residence Dan Arps, an optional 
guided tour of the original McCahon House and Museum, and Sunday lunch at 
The Refreshment Room, which has excellent food and a fantastic view over the city 
from Scenic Drive. Bookings essential. Date: Sunday 4 May, 11am at the house and 
12.30pm for lunch. Numbers limited to 25, members only, lunch to be  
paid separately.  

For more information, or booking please contact Charlotte Swasbrook:  
cswasbrook@xtra.co.nz or 021 770 066.

Also, don’t forget that the 19th Biennale of Sydney You Imagine What You Desire 
opens earlier than usual next year, with Australian curator Juliana Engberg as director.  
Vernissage dates are 18 – 22 March 2014. See the website for full information  
www.biennaleofsydney.com.au. If you are interested in a vernissage package you will 
need to become a benefactor of the biennale. Please contact Barbara Moore, Head 
of Benefaction, for more information or contact us for details. 

Ideas Market

Freedom Farmers Late Night

Contemporary Benefactors with Principal 
Curator Zara Stanhope and Curator 
Natasha Conland

Freedom Farmers, Richard Malloy,  
Tree Hut #5, 2013

Freedom Farmers, Xin Cheng, Propositions, 
2013

http://www.aucklandartgallery.com/media/5089914/2013.11.26_panel-discussion.mp3
http://www.biennaleofsydney.com.au


FOR YOUR AMUSEMENT

Profile of an NYC gallerist David 
Zwirner, and insight into the 
international art market.

On a different note, here’s a review of 
the Biggest Biennale of 2013 – Venice 
of course! By former director of the DIA 
center Lynne Cooke.

ART FAIRS

The Armory of course… 
6–9 March 2012 

Art Dubai takes place  
19–22 March 2014 

Frieze New York   
9–12 May 2014

WHAT’S HAPPENING

If you are travelling over the summer holidays, there is a wealth of art-viewing 
opportunities in the Northern Hemisphere, where they don’t shut shop for the  
festive season. 

NEW YORK 
Check out Mike Kelley at MoMA PS1 (their Queens site) on view 13 October,  
2013 – 2 February 2014. It’s a retrospective of one of the most influential artists  
of the late 20th century whose death in 2012 came far too soon.

Oh, and while you’re in NYC slip down to Pittsburgh (Andy Warhol’s home town) to 
see the Carnegie International on until 16 March 2014. This is America’s most highly 
regarded biennial. More expansive than the Whitney and international in scope, it has 
a stellar list of curators behind its name. This year proves to be no less exciting, with a 
modest selection of 35 artists, all well funded for striking new commissions. Roberta 
Smith wrote in the New York Times ‘The 2013 Carnegie International is a welcome 
shock to the system…’  

LOS ANGELES
Don’t miss James Turrell: A Retrospective on until 6 April 2014 at LACMA. The 
exhibition explores a nearly 50-year career – advance bookings recommended.
 

PARIS
If you’re in Paris for Christmas, you might just make Philippe Parreno Anywhere, 
Anywhere Out of the World, on until 12 January 2014 at the Palais de Tokyo, an 
institution built for his generation, with real estate totalling 22,00 spare metres! 

While you’re there, stay in Saint Germain for easy access to the best of the fashion and 
art districts. Check out Iris on Rue de Grenelle for limited edition shoes (on the way to 
Musee d’Orsay, that is...)

GHENT
Why not side-step to somewhere new: visit S.M.A.K. in Ghent, Belgium, which has 
an outstanding programme of contemporary art. This season you will see solo shows 
by New Yorker Rachel Harrison, highly influential for her assemblage art practice, and 
Jordan Wolfson.

LONDON
Of course in London there is no end of viewing pleasure. At the Serpentine… at 
Whitechapel… at Tate Modern… and at leading commercial gallery, Lisson …

SINGAPORE
Should you find yourself in Singapore for a stop-over before 16 February, catch 
the final stages of the Singapore Biennale If The World Changed. With 27 curators 
contributing, it has a special and diverse focus on contemporary art for the  
Asia Pacific. 

TOKYO
Meanwhile, at the Mori Art Museum in Tokyo they are staging Rippongi Crossing 
2013: Out of Doubt, a review of contemporary Japanese art with some remarkable 
cross-overs with Freedom Farmers – this show investigates the local condition post-
Fukushima. It is also the first exhibition in some time to consider both Japanese artists 
living in Japan and overseas – on show until 13 January 2014.

BRISBANE 
If you’re going to the sunny climes of Gold Coast or Brisbane over the summer, stop in 
at Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art (GOMA) and visit the spectacular 
Cai Guo-Qiang: Falling Back to Earth on until 11 May 2014.

Musee d’Orsay, Paris

Tate Modern, London

Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of 
Modern Art (GOMA), Brisbane

http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2013/12/02/131202fa_fact_paumgarten
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2013/12/02/131202fa_fact_paumgarten
http://www.artforum.com/inprint/
http://momaps1.org/
http://ci13.cmoa.org/
 http://www.lacma.org/
http://www.smak.be/index.php?la=en
http://www.mori.art.museum/eng/
http://www.qagoma.qld.gov.au/

