
MID-WINTER NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2014

Dear Contemporary Benefactors,

In this Newsletter you will find: diary dates; an introduction to our next major involvement in 
Gallery programming; Benefactor renewals; and our exciting new Roundtable Dinner initiative  
for next year.

DIARY DATES   September – December 2014

Tuesday 2 September 6–8pm
 
The next Contemporary Benefactors curator’s tour is Stephen Cleland on The Walters Prize 2014. 
Drinks and canapés will be served in the Members Lounge followed by Stephen’s insights. This 
year’s Walters Prize exhibition includes: a trip in a taxi, sleeping rough, the curious case of a 
barrel of whale oil, and a data conference. If you’re wondering what this has to do with art, come 
and find out. These tours have been extremely popular and are one of the major benefits of being 
a Contemporary Benefactor.

This is also your chance to ‘Bring a Friend’. We have almost reached capacity membership but 
this is the opportunity to bring anyone who wants to find our more about the Contemporary 
Benefactors. 

No need to rsvp, you will be sent a reminder the preceding evening. Please meet in the  
Auckland Art Gallery Members Lounge from 5.30pm for a 6pm start.
 
Friday 26 September 
 
The glamorous Walters Dinner and the announcement of the winner of the $50,000 Walters Prize 
by judge Charles Esche. Be the first to hear who has won ‘New Zealand’s toughest art prize’! 
Seating is limited to 160, however, the Contemporary Benefactors have reserved a small number 
of places. 

Please let us know as soon as possible if you would like to join us by emailing Charlotte 
Swasbrook at cswasbrook@xtra.co.nz or you can contact Lauren Crozier at the Gallery directly  
at lauren.crozier@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz or 09 375 3365. Tickets are $275pp.

Wednesday 22 October
 
Our first behind-the-scenes talk with Exhibitions Designer & Coordinator Scott Everson in 
conversation with Principal Curator Zara Stanhope discussing the Hayward Gallery’s Light Show. 
Come and hear about some of the more complex, challenging and technical moments of installing 
the Light Show.

Monday 8 December 
 
Our Patrons and Benefactors Christmas Drinks will happen from 7–9pm. A celebration of the 
end of the year and a chance to meet and mingle with the Gallery Patrons. This event is being 
generously hosted by Trevor and Jan Farmer, Tappenden Holdings, Level 6, 16 Viaduct Harbour 
Ave. You will be sent an invitation closer to the date.

COMING UP  2014 – 2015

LIGHT SHOW 11 October 2014 – 8 February 2015

From the prestigious Hayward Gallery on London’s Southbank, the Light Show comes to Auckland 
Art Gallery. Prepare to be dazzled by some of the world’s most brilliant artworks by David 
Batchelor, Jim Campell, Olafur Eliasson, Dan Flavin, Jenny Holzer, Ann Veronica Janssens, Anthony 
McCall, Katie Paterson, James Turrell, New Zealand’s Bill Culbert, and of course Leo Villareal.

Adrian Searle, arts reviewer for The Guardian provides a snapshot:   
Tall columns of light are pulsing and throbbing, brightening and dimming in accordance with 
messages dictated during séances with ouija boards and translated into a poem by James Merrill. 
You don’t need to know all that, though, to get the feeling that there is some hidden force at work 
in Cerith Wyn Evans’s electrifying light sculpture. Meanwhile, nearby, a white fluorescent scribble 
by François Morellet rises from the floor like a dancer frozen in mid-move.

The Sunday Times called the show: Engrossing, original and provocative.

At the top of the wish list for every major international exhibition shown at Auckland Art Gallery 
is the desire to bring one or more of the artists to Auckland. Artists form an important part of the 
public programmes, contribute to the profile of the exhibition and the Gallery, and understanding 
of audiences. In keeping with the Contemporary Benefactors mandate of supporting special 
events at the Gallery, we are delighted to announce the Contemporary Benefactors are proposing 
to bring participating artist Leo Villareal to Auckland.

Villareal is the artist of a stand-out work in the Light Show, indicating his international reputation 
for major light instillations. Villareal’s Bay Lights, which illuminate the Bay Bridge in San Francisco, 
is now so loved by locals and tourists that it generated a campaign to extend the installation for a 
further 10 years.

This is a truly unique opportunity for Contemporary Benefactors to interact with a significant 
international artist on a personal level. As a group we will host the artist at both private and public 
events, including: an after-hours Benefactors talk in the Gallery, a Roundtable Dinner, a public 
lecture and a movie screening. If you would like to be involved in hosting the artist for a private 
function please let us know.    

OTHER NOTICES

Contemporary Benefactors have supported Auckland Art Gallery since October 2013.
The Contemporary Benefactors were the major supporters of the exhibition Freedom Farmers 
during 2013–4. The Benefactors inaugural event included a private tour of the exhibition with 
the curator and interaction with the artists. It’s rare to have the opportunity to get up close and 
personal with the artists but for some of the members the contacts made in that first evening 
have been extremely rewarding and ongoing.  

Benefactors who travelled to the Biennale of Sydney, 2014 were provided with tickets to the 
opening event at the Art Gallery of New South Wales, a guided tour of the Cockatoo Island 
exhibition, and an in-conversation talk in the gallery and over lunch with the New Zealand artist 
Shannon Te Ao and Director Rhana Devenport. 

In May Benefactors gathered at Hopkinson Mossman and Michael Lett galleries for talks on the 
work of the British artist Cerith Wynn Evans. These were highly informative talks in a casual and 
intimate environment.

Later that month a group of Benefactors also visited the McCahon House to hear artist-in-
residence Dan Arps in conversation with Auckland Art Gallery curator Stephen Cleland. Dan 
proved to be a warm, articulate and engaging speaker, and we came away with a clearer 
understanding of his work.

In June we had our second after-hours gallery talk with drinks and canapés in the Members 
Lounge followed by a tour of the My Country exhibition with Zara Stanhope, Rhana Devenport, 
Stephen Cleland. This tour expanded the exposure to Aboriginal art and understanding of its 
precedents and breadth for all those present. 

While the aim of the Contemporary Benefactors is focused firmly on philanthropy, members are 
offered significant opportunities to engage with artists and curators and the art world in general. 
Our ambition over the next few years is to continue the support that allows excellent exhibitions at 
the Gallery, immerse members more closely in the art world and provide a variety of opportunities 
for understanding and engaging with art in New Zealand and overseas. 

BENEFACTOR ANNUAL RENEWAL 

In October we will be sending out reminders for your renewed support. The Benefactors, 
contribution to the Gallery has been highly valued and appreciated and has become an important 
part of the Gallery’s long-term planning. We hope you will continue to support the Gallery and 
enjoy the events associated with your patronage.

THE CONTEMPORARY BENEFACTOR BLOG 

Have you looked at the Contemporary Benefactors Blog? The Blog comprises a diary of events, 
an informal way of keeping in touch, and provides information on art events and happenings in 
New Zealand and internationally. Please sign up! This will only require you to add your name and a 
password. We will be sending the invitation emails out again shortly. 

If you see any interesting art while travelling, we would love to hear from you. Email us a few 
pictures with captions and we will publish them on the blog. 

ROUNDTABLE DINNERS 

A new event during 2015 are Roundtable Dinners. Dinners will be for up to 12 people, will be held 
in the private rooms of restaurants, and include an artist or visiting art personality speaking during 
the course of the evening. 

These relatively informal events will provide further opportunities to meet, listen to and engage 
in conversation with local and visiting artists. These are also opportunities for the Benefactors to 
meet and get to know one another and to enjoy each others company.  More information soon.
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