
ARE YOU READY?!

SPRING 2015 NEWSLETTER

CONTEMPORARY
BENEFACTORS

Spring is in the air, and you’ll see from the programme we haven’t been hibernating over winter.  
This quarter, the Contemporary Benefactors proudly support two brand new exhibition projects:  
John Ward Knox’s North Terrace commission, and our major summer exhibition, Necessary 
Distraction: A Painting Show. 

This October, the Contemporary Benefactors group will also be officially two years old! It’s fitting, 
then, that in this quarter we will open our second large-scale exhibition of contemporary New 
Zealand art. In 2013, we launched the Contemporary Benefactors group with Freedom Farmers: 
New Zealand Artists Growing Ideas, and this November we will open a major survey on contemporary 
New Zealand painting with the Contemporary Benefactors as a major sponsor. It’s also time to 
renew your membership for the upcoming year, so to provide motivation the launch of the sculpture 
commission will be a plus-one event to encourage new members.

In other news, you should now be receiving invitations to all Auckland Art Gallery exhibition 
openings. These opening night invitations are now being offered to all Contemporary Benefactors  
in appreciation of your support. Please contact Andrea Ord if you are not receiving electronic invites 
at andrea.ord@aucklandartgallery.com. And there is much, much more happening at the Gallery  
– don’t forget to regularly check www.aucklandartgallery.com where you can also subscribe to the 
Gallery’s fortnightly enewsletter.

KEY EVENTS FOR CONTEMPORARY BENEFACTORS

Friday 23 October, 6–8pm – Please join in the celebratory launch of a new sculpture project  
by Auckland artist John Ward Knox specially commissioned for the Edmiston North Terrace.

This project is jointly supported by the Contemporary Benefactors and the Chartwell Trust. It is  
the latest in a series of annual commissions by important new and emerging New Zealand artists. 
This is a plus-one event – all members are welcome to bring a friend who is interested in joining  
the Contemporary Benefactors for our new enrolment year beginning in October 2015.  
Champagne will be served in anticipation of Christmas! Strictly invite-only. Details to come.

Members Lounge, Level 2, Auckland Art Gallery

Friday 27 November, 4.30–6pm – Please join a special Contemporary Benefactors’ preview of 
the summer exhibition, Necessary Distraction: A Painting Show.  

This exhibition is the first overview of contemporary painting held Auckland Art Gallery in 20 years. 
The exhibition features over 17 artists, and focuses on new currents in painting today. Exhibition 
curator Natasha Conland will give a brief introduction to the exhibition, alongside some of the 
exhibiting artists. Following the preview we will be moving downstairs to the North Atrium for the 
official exhibition opening at 6pm.  

Members Lounge, Level 2, Auckland Art Gallery
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Kirstin Carlin 
Pleasure Garden (eight) 2015 
oil on board 
photograph courtesy of Melanie 
Roger Gallery 
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John Ward Knox 
Sketch for a spider web on the  
North Terrace, 2015

Check the CB Blog for times and places for all upcoming events and photographs from previous events 
www.contemporarybenefactors.com
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