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Well our 2015 season of events has begun with a hiss and a roar or should we say an oooh  
and an aaah. There was a packed programme of events coinciding with Leo Villareal’s visit to  
New Zealand, scheduled over the final week of Light Show. Thank you everyone for a great  
turn out to the talks, drinks and dinner, as well as the picnic at Connells Bay which, despite  
people getting soggy feet, was very enjoyable. Leo departed having had a positive experience  
of New Zealand, and Light Show’s 73,000 visitors left with their expectations exceeded. We were 
also pleased by the fact that Light Show encouraged many new visitors to come to the Gallery.

We’ve had great feedback from the family day at Gibbs Farm and were fortunate that Alan Gibbs 
himself offered a few words of insight into this extraordinary private endeavour.

This quarter we’ve got more great events for you and we continue to offer some of our popular 
introductions to the local dealer gallery scene, as well as topical exhibitions at the Gallery and 
insights into all that can be called art. Enjoy!

KEY EVENTS FOR CONTEMPORARY BENEFACTORS

Friday 24 April, 6pm – A private evening with eminent New Zealand photographer Mark Adams 
on the occasion of his exhibition of new large-scale photographs of the remote Dusky Sound at Two 
Rooms Gallery, 16 Putiki Street, Newton, Auckland.

Contemporary Benefactors are invited to join Jenny Todd and the artist for drinks, followed by 
dinner at Coco’s Cantina.

Friday 22 May, 6pm – On the occasion of the remarkable exhibition Billy Apple®: The Artist Has 
to Live Like Everybody Else we have invited exhibition curator Christina Barton to give an exclusive 
walk-through for Benefactors, followed by drinks in the Members Lounge, Auckland Art Gallery.

We will continue the conversation with curator and artist over dinner at De Bretts Kitchen, Hotel De 
Bretts, 2 High Street, Auckland. Numbers limited for dinner only, so please register your interest 
early by emailing kriselle.baker@gmail.com.

Friday 19 June 6-8pm – ‘Let’s talk about collecting’. So, you’re thinking about developing your 
art collection or going in a new direction? Are there questions you’ve always wanted to put to a 
professional, but were too afraid to ask? Are there grey areas of the art world you want to clarify? 
Come along to a light-hearted talk by Curator Contemporary Art, Natasha Conland on collecting 
contemporary art. Not just for the brave or obsessed, but also for the curious. Have a glass of wine 
and some nibbles. Enjoy hearing about buying art – insights and accidents!

Natasha has led the development of contemporary art in New Zealand’s two major public art 
collections for 14 years. She has also visited major museums of contemporary art internationally to 
meet with colleagues about collecting from TATE to the New Museum, through Asia and the Middle 
East, and has visited many private collections during her professional life.

Check the CB Blog for times and places for all upcoming events and photographs from previous 
events www.contemporarybenefactors.com/.

COMING UP JULY–SEPTEMBER 2015

Each season we will provide the Contemporary Benefactors with an insight into the operations of  
a local gallery, an exclusive artist talk or exhibition preview, a talk with collectors or a visit to a local 
art event.

Upcoming Contemporary Benefactor events include:

•   A talk with New Zealand artist Lisa Reihana on her major new exhibition at Auckland Art Gallery

•   A road trip of the south-side public art centres with Ron Brownson and Natasha Conland

•   A behind-the-scenes tour of the collections and conservation areas of Auckland Art Gallery

•   A visit to our next local dealer gallery, Starkwhite, Auckland 

Please feel free to pass this newsletter on to friends. For anyone interested in hearing  
more about the Auckland Art Gallery Contemporary Benefactors group email:  
andrea.ord@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
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